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Getting Into the Fossil Record
1. What kinds of questions can the fossil record help us answer? Give 3 examples (not from the website).
2. Describe the difference between a body fossil and a trace fossil.

3. Why are organisms that are buried rapidly more likely to fossilize than those that are buried slowly or not at all?

4. Describe three ways an organism can preserved without being buried in sediment.

5. Describe 4 types of environments and how they affect the formation of fossils.
6. Describe three factors that could prevent a fossil from ever turning up in a fossil collection today.

7. How are geologic maps useful to paleontologists?

8. In your own words, explain why the fossil record is not complete.

9. Find the map of Montana. What are two things to keep in mind when you are looking for a fossil like 

T. rex? What do the colors and letters represent?

10. You are a paleontologist at a fossil dig site in the Gobi Desert. You find a site filled with many fossilized leaves, teeth, bones, eggs and even footprints from a variety of creatures.  BUT you find no trace of insects. One possible explanation is that no insects lived in the Gobi at that time. What is another possible explanation for the lack of insects? (use your knowledge to answer this question)
